
 
 
Welcome to the November edition of the Notts & 
Derby Section’s Newsletter.   
In this issue we have news about club nights, 
further information about carburettors, a first visit to 
Crich, and memories of an “End to End” ride, 

What’s On in December: 
Wednesday 1st December.  Lunchtime meet. Duke 
William Matlock. 
Sunday 5th:  Southwell Toy Run. (See poster further 
below.) 
Saturday 11th:  Half Day Run.  Limes Café. 
Sunday 12th:  Lunch Meet.  Homesford Cottage. 
Sunday 19th:  Normous Newark. 
Thursday 16th:  Party Night (see below.) 
 
Looking Ahead: 
The Newark Show returns on the 8th and 9th of 
January. 

 

Wassell Carburettors. 

Following last month’s article on Amal Premiers, 
David Hazlewood wrote in with his experience of a 
Wassell carb fitted to his machine. It's good to get 
both sides of the story: 
“I read your newsletter with regards to Wassell 
carbs; I have one on my Thunderbolt, as I 
experienced the same issues with Amal being 
unable to delivery one this side of the next ice age. 
The Wassell was delivered promptly and correctly 
jetted and has been nothing but reliable and the 
bike has run perfectly. So from my point of view I 
would give it a try.” 
 
David Hazlewood. 

 
 
Blood Bikes 

 

Following the AGM when we decided to try to get 
interesting speakers for Club Nights, it transpires 
that one of our members is a volunteer with 
Derbyshire Blood Bikes.  We plan to have a visit 
and talk from this wonderful organisation in the 
near future, hopefully in March. 

Phil’s Bantam goes to Crich 

I thought you might like to see a few photos of my 
BSA D14 Bantam which I showed at the Crich 
Tramway Museum classic bike show on 3rd 
October.  
 

 
We took the bike in a van but it did start fourth kick 
in order to ride from the parking to the Bandstand 
with all the other BSA’s.  
 
I went with my son, two other club members my 
Uncle Fran Malone and his good friend Dereck.  I 
owe my love of motorcycles to Fran.  We had a 
great day wandering around and there were 100s 
of bikes all makes and ages.  
There was a wonderfully presented Honda 550 
four, the very model Fran used to own and it was 



the first bike he took me on as a lad in the 70s. 
Probably gave me the motorbike bug.  
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
The Ariel square four with side car won a prize as 
did the Triumph below for most original which had 
never been cleaned.  

 
 
 
 
 



We were lucky with the weather, it did rain for a 
short time but we were lucky enough to be on the 
tram when it did.  
We all had a great day.  The senior chaps shared a 
lot more interesting information about the older 
bikes and it was a great celebration of the classic 
motorcycle.  
Phil Hyde-Barker 
 
Ken Sprayson. 
 
Frame builder Ken Sprayson has passed away on 
15th October having contracted Covid while in 
hospital. He was 94 and leaves a wife Marge.  

 

Ken Sprayson was the man the stars turned to for 
something a bit special in the way of motorcycle 
racing frames - Geoff Duke, Mike Hailwood, Jeff 
Smith, Bill Boddice, Cyril Smith and many more, all 
came to Reynolds and Ken Sprayson. For over 30 
years Ken worked at Reynolds fabricating special 
projects in tubing, especially Reynolds '531' steel 
tubing, so often used by racing machines and 
where strength and light weight were vital. His 
practical design knowledge and ability to fabricate 
in steel and aluminium tubing were legendary 
throughout the industry. At Reynolds where he 
worked for some 35 years, it was Ken's job to make 
the first of any special project, so he was the man 
who built the first production Featherbed frame 
from McCandless' original design for the Norton 
Manx; the man who built the frame for Project 
Thrust, Britain's world speed record breaking car; 
who designed and built the Reynolds leading link 
motorcycle fork, who knocked up a scooter frame 

or a flagpole or yacht mast as required, even the 
steel cages the electricians used for working on 
cables between pylons! And in between times he 
designed and built many special frames for the 
racing legends of the day. He was also known to 
just about everyone who ever raced at the Isle of 
Man TT as the face behind the TT Welding Service, 
an essential part of each and every TT for 50 years, 
repairing the ravages brought about by the 
notorious Isle of Man roads. Ken was the man who 
just did the job, the knowledge was in his hands as 
well as his head and his enthusiasm for the job 
simply knew no bounds.  

 

Dave Nourish. 

Dave Nourish passed away on the morning of 
Monday 18th October, 2021. The cause of his 
death has been given as Covid virus. His many 
friends around the world will be saddened at the 
news of his passing, he was a gifted and 
accomplished practical engineer. 

He was known as a legend specialising in 8 valve big 

bore kits for Meriden Triumphs and the many 
Nourish engines still competing in Classic events 
will be testaments to his talent. 

 
 
End-To-End Charity Run. 
 
 
The following few pages are an account of a trip 
taken by regular contributor John Lawes in its 
original form.  The pages are over forty years old so 
the typing is not too clear but we hope it is legible 
enough for you to enjoy. 
 
He says: 
“This was in 1979 during the fuel shortage at that 
time; not unlike our present problems. Reading it all 
again, brings back some very happy memories of 
probably my most memorable ride - on a 
motorcycle. In case you are wondering, I have also 
ridden horses.” 
 
 
 
 



 





 



 

 
 
A 1979 BMW R80/7 similar to the one that John appraises below. 





  



Toy Run. 
 
David Tyldesley sends in this poster for a very good 
cause and a nice run, regularly supported by many 
classic bikers. 
 

 
 
Party Night. 
As mentioned above, this will be on 16th December 
at Ockbrook.  Please bring a raffle prize and some 
party food to share. 
 
Free Advertisements. 
 
FOR SALE. 
 

 

Honda 250 twin port Silk Road 1986 imported 1990 
Motd new battery and chain Motd 8/22. 
Rare extra low bottom gear Kick starter as well as 
iffy electric starter£2250. Nottm 0115 9179248. 
 
WANTED. 
 
Wanted a pre-war Triumph Speed Twin or 3T. I 
would also be interested in a BSA C11.  Please 
phone Peter Gibson 0115 9314362 or 07970 285 
668. 
 
CONTACT US: 
Please let me have any stories from the past, 
amusing or otherwise, concerning motorcycles, or 
any technical information, rebuild stories, photos or 
news of events by replying to this email.  
 
Let us know what you’ve been up to by emailing me 
at: nottsandderbyvintageclub@outlook.com 
 
Use the same address and format if you have any 
items or motorcycles for sale.  Don’t forget to 
include a phone number and a price. 
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